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slight comment. Another omission is the part in the fierce passions of 
the Terror taken by the emotions characteristic of a desperate war. 
This is surprising when we recall that the world has been passing 
through a similar experience. 

Mention should be made of the illustrations, a feature which did 
not appear in the earlier volumes. They are selected from the in- 
comparable collections of portraits, cartoons, and prints which exist 
in Paris. In the first volume, for example, are full-page illustrations 
of the supposed Houdon bust of Mirabeau and an anonymous portrait 
of Danton. The frontispiece of the second volume is an anonymous por- 
trait of Robespierre. 

Henry E. Bourne. 

Histoire de France Contemporaine (Lavisse). Tome III., Le Con- 
sulat et V Empire. Par G. Pariset. (Paris: Hachette. 1921. 
Pp. 444.) 

M. Pariset is master of his subject, and in this volume, as in its 
predecessor, has made a distinct contribution to the historiography of the 
Napoleonic period. The hero-worship of earlier works, from Thiers's 
Consulate and Empire onward, no longer appears. Napoleon often 
dominates the stage, but many others hold it with him, and interest is 
focussed on the nation rather than on his fortunes. Neither is there 
the same respect for the populace of Paris that is so apparent in the 
work of Aulard and other later French historians. The emphasis is 
distinctly on the history of the French people as a whole. Further 
comparison with the work of Aulard brings out the fact that Pariset's 
treatment is fuller and richer. The former was avowedly concerned 
with the evolution of political life ; the latter is more pragmatic, setting 
forth not only the political or constitutional changes but also the social 
organization, population, education, religion, industry, agriculture, and 
commerce. Foreign affairs could not, of course, be overlooked in the 
Napoleonic period but it is a far cry from this rather sketchy treatment 
of the subject to Sorel and others who make the history of France 
revolve about Napoleon. With Pariset, the imperialist designs of the 
conqueror receive scant attention. Frenchmen, he declares, did not un- 
derstand them and became interested in them mainly through their 
disastrous consequences. 

The author is at his best in tracing the development of political 
and social institutions. Not only is this done with great precision and 
detail, but for the most part with due regard to their revolutionary 
beginnings and the hard facts of contemporary life that lay behind 
them. Too little weight is perhaps given to the Concordat in the re- 
vival of Catholicism which the author dates from the 19 Fructidor. 
Industrial progress on the other hand, he treats too exclusively from 
the standpoint of Napoleon, forgetting the broad basis laid in the 
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earlier period, and the impetus then imparted by the manufacture of war 
materials. 

Despite Napoleon's lack of knowledge of agriculture "qui etait d'une 
ignorance qui depasse les bornes ", his interest in the important ques- 
tion of land tenure and inheritance deserves more attention. The laws 
of March and April, 1790, abolished primogeniture and established 
equal inheritance. " Partible succession " became the rule in France. 
The civil code confirmed this, and what is called " l'affranchissement de 
la terre" continued. By a law of 1806, however, entail was again per- 
mitted. This the author fails to mention, despite the fact that it 
provided a basis for a new landed aristocracy. Commerce is given 
rather exiguous treatment. Even in the last division of the volume, 
which is entitled " Le Systeme Continental ", the subject receives less 
than four pages, about as much as is devoted to the divorce and to the 
Austrian marriage. It is true that Napoleon could not "make com- 
merce manoeuvre like a regiment", but the vast ramifications of the 
commercial conditions forcing the industry and trade, not only of 
France but of Europe and America as well, into new and unaccustomed 
channels for more than a decade, is surely of greater significance than 
many of the military and diplomatic incidents treated in this chapter. 

The style is clear, logical, and forceful, characterized by the presen- 
tation of concrete facts and incidents rather than by abstractions about 
them. The author belongs to the realistic school of historical writers. 
He sometimes crowds his pages with a superabundance of detail, but he 
is never dominated by it. Its significance is made plain. Indeed, M. 
Pariset is at his best in his trenchant epigrammatic summaries and 
interpretations : " L'Universite est une hierarchie ou ceux qui enseignent 
sont les subordonnes passif s de ceux qui n'enseignent pas " ; " L'Empire 
a ete une fabrique des fonctionnaires ". Of the civil code and the 
property laws, he says : " Les dispositions qui concernent ceux qui ne 
possedent rien sont rares, et ne sont jamais bienveillantes. . . . En ce 
sens, le code n'est pas democratique. II est le code de la classe pos- 
sedante." 

The character and personality of Napoleon are brought out again 
and again in high lights that fascinate by their boldness. Sometimes 
this is done in an inimitable way by apt quotations. What an insight, 
for example, into Napoleon's opinions, when in anger at the Tribunat 
he shouted: 

Us sont la douze ou quinze metaphysiciens bons a jeter a 1'eau. 
C'est une vermine que j'ai sur les habits. II ne faut pas croire que je 

me laisserai attaquer comme Louis XVI. Je ne le souffrirai pas 

Je suis soldat, enfant de la Revolution. Sorti du sein du people, je ne 
souffrirai pas qu'on ni'insulte comme un roi. 

The organization and format of the volume is that of the earlier 
series on the history of France before 1789. The illustrations are 
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excellent. They are taken from contemporary sources for the most 
part, and add materially to the story of the text. 

William E. Lingelbach. 

Histoire de France Contemporaine (Lavisse). Tomes IV., V., La 

Restauration, and La Monarchie de Juillet. Par S. Charlety. 

Tomes VI., VII., La Revolution de 1848: Le Second Empire, and 

Le Declin de I'Empire et l'£,tablissement de la 3 e Repubtique. 

Par Ch. Seignobos. (Paris: Hachette. 1921. Pp. 400; 408; 

426; 426.) 

These four volumes, treating of the period of French history that 
lies between 1815 — the restoration of the monarchy — and 1875 — the es- 
tablishment of the Third Republic — form a natural unit, falling into two 
main divisions. The co-operation between the two writers has been so 
happy that one is hardly conscious of the change of authorship as one 
passes from the account of the February days, with which the last 
volume of M. Charlety closes, to the description, in the first volume 
of M. Seignobos, of the organization of the provisional government 
that resulted from the Revolution of 1848. It is an excellent example of 
the possibilities of co-operation in historical writing. 

Novelty could hardly be expected in the chronological cadres of the 
text, the matter naturally falling under the heads adopted as the titles 
of the various volumes, but there is much of novelty in the varied and 
comprehensive treatment of the subject-matter within these divisions. 
It is not simply a history of the political .life of France through sixty 
eventful years, but a well-balanced, scholarly, and attractive descrip- 
tion of the unfolding of the entire social life of the French people in its 
progress toward democracy. M. Charlety's chapter in volume IV., on 
"L'Avenement d'une Generation nouvelle", in which he deals with 
"Les Nec-liberaux, les Saint-Simoniens, les Ultramontains, les Ro- 
mantiques, les Savants", his chapter on "Les Partis et la Politique 
ficonomique ", in which he treats of " Le Systeme Prohibitif, la Pro- 
duction et l'fichange a lTnterieur, la Condition des Personnes ", and the 
two chapters on "La Vie ficonomique" and "L'Expansion Coloniale" 
in volume V.; M. Seignobos's treatment of the provisional government 
of 1848, with chapters on " L'Organisation du Gouvernement et du Suf- 
frage", and "Les nouveaux Organes de la Vie Politique", the chapter 
on "La Distribution Regionale des Partis en France", the treatment 
of "La Societe Franchise" under the chapter-heads, "La Population 
de la France, la Population Agricole, la Population Industrielle, les 
Classes Moyennes et les Classes Superieures, le Mouvement Intellec- 
tuel", in volume VI., indicate the comprehensive treatment of the 
period. 

The traditional topics — the successive revolutions, with the continu- 
ous struggle between the reactionary and progressive groups, together 



